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vent the law to the end that the child should not suf-
fer in the matter of his inheritance.
Burchard, under date of November 3d of that year,
freely mentions this Giovanni Borgia as the son of
the Pope and "a certain Roman woman" ("quadam
Romana").
On the same date borne by those two Bulls a third
one was issued confirming the House of Este perpet-
ually in the dominion of Ferrara and its other Ro-
magna possessions, and reducing by one-third the trib-
ute of four thousand ducats yearly imposed upon that
family by Sixtus IV; and it was explicitly added that
these concessions were made for Lucrezia and her de-
scendants.
Three days later a courier from Duke Ercole
brought the news that the marriage contract had been
signed in Ferrara, and it was in salvos of artillery that
day and illuminations after dark that the Pope gave
expression to the satisfaction afforded him by the
prospect of his daughter's entering one of the most an-
cient families and ascending one of the noblest thrones
in Italy.
It would be idle to pretend that the marriage was
other than one of convenience. Love between the
contracting parties played no part in this transaction,
and Ercole d' Este was urged to it under suasion of
the King of France, out of fear of the growing might
of Cesare, and out of consideration for the splendid
dowry which he demanded and in the matter of which
he displayed a spirit which Alexander contemptu-
ously described as that of a tradesman. Nor would
Ercole send the escort to Rome for the bride until he
had in his hands the Bull of investiture in the fiefs of